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t, slec',, t6e f'leor."There wasn't one incident telline her_she was tlifferetrt, but rather a graclual

i,',..ease in discornfitrt as she tnovecl fron-r iunior high to high schrlol'

-\t bareiy 18, Brittany heacled off to coilege in Neu,York Clity but that didn't ntean she sucldenlv

could plt a name to her ieelings. Dr-rring her freshilan year, tnanv of her neu'frientls \\'ere gay men'

The.e *,as this saying "gay i4..\Iar'" to c-onvey the process of coming ttut fbr lnany' 1;f the gav mell at

collese. -fhey wo,rlcliuirr. t,, .,,ll.ee iclendfying ai straight but u,ould gradually identifv as bi-serual

,rrrrl finallv liy the encl of rhc r c..rr i,p.r-.rly griy. A..<r.di,',e' t,, these "erperts" bi-seruitliw u'asn't-real,

[)ut a srepb"f,,r":rrlnritting ri, being'gr".Ttiir acldecl to-her contusion atrout her rlttractiotl to hoth

tnen anc] wollten.
The f1:st tirne sonreo1.,. ol)elrs r.rp about their sex'ualiql, it usualh'isn't a firll bloul cotnittg tlttt'

In Brimany's case, cfuiri1c :hc trll of her sophomore year, she-shared u'ith a straight friend at college

that she thcruqht sh. l-.:.r .r crLrsh u,-, , .o-iuorker narned Beiinda. She chose Kirte, r'vho u'as part of

the cilcle of tric:r.:. : -.,: r:rclurlerl g:rv nten, but that clidn't lrenlove the arrriery or conftision' For

Brittr*r.. is u.1r 1r.. :t r: 1r,,r. I.rpi:.rserl out loucl, unt, that, that it was'.r pclssillilitl'. I u'Oulcln't sal'

th,rtit\\il\r'.r i- r .r' -- r,.rr lcccssarilybutitwitslilietestingthevvaters,firrsut'e."Atthispoit-tt,-she
h,t,i:t': .- - , .., -r-.. :.t. cirlter.r lesltien <tr bi-sexi.ral antl it would be'.rbout two nx)re vears l)efilre

-:'--..'1.
-- -: ..- - : . , ,,,:1.r1r-tr isn't the encl of the joulney to self'-acceptance but 111erely a big step

- .,., i.- . . i:.::.lri-.irrvoulcl beagradualprocessoverseveralyears.Shehadbecomefriencis
..,::-.,.,-: .,- .,.:..,r:rp,-ilikeabigbiorhertoher.Shervasintrnon-again-off-asainrelationship
..,.::;- , ., - , , . -:l'.isgli1q- r.vitl-r .r-,r..rtai,lty and fear. As Brittanl'said, "I_wasn't identifying as

.,:...-: :-- ,..: ..:.', r Ll-,t,ilq'r-,r"outwl"latitrneanttobelti-serr-ral becauselteriulagesof whatit

,r:.:.rr:tr rr,; -.,r....,,,..,.. l,-,,,rrau.hrl realityshor.l,surdshekepttl-rinkirtg"thatlsnotllle."lblling
-\1r,. *.r. ::r. : .: : :- . .he h..ril srid to arrother person thirt she wr'rs bi-sexu.rl anil as she s';iicl with a

hesitant ia,.rg.-r. ':: - r. u rirrls, like, I'rn bi-seiual, it r'vas so harcl but wits such a relief." The cloor

\\-as no\\- open i, , - , . .,, - .::r rctr-ral open relationship r,l.ith a wotltanl at least in Nerv \brk Citv'

Brirtanr s yiy-q- .--.,,,'-:. ,'-l.rtionship u.ith a \vonran r.r,ould be the push fbr !"l r-" teli rne that she

,vas bi-sexual. \\ e .r r-r - .; ri:r J she rrid it feit r,r,eircl to keep that part of her life from me' Brittanv

told nre u,hen she rir. l',.r-k h,,pre for a fliend'.s $,eddirre. We u,ere in the car ancl u'hile I don't

rerre,rbcr her er.act *,:.,1.. ii r,,,rk nre a f'ew seconcls to conrprehcncl rvhat she hzrd just saicl. Ftlr her

it n,,.is a,,big step in nrr i,jrrrriir shiftirrg'", but filr ure it rvas hcartbrerrking. Al1 I coulcl think wts if
,n11. 1ha6 klown uhcn sh. .,,.. , ,.",.rger I coulcl htve been tirere fbr her'\Vhen she u'as confttsecl

ancl st^rggling T coulcl ha'e ir,.rr ,,'rr' ,,.,r'r, around her, told her I lovecl her, ancl that she was perf'ect

just as ,nl"*rrler her mother. I srili q'er ernotional thinking about hor.r' conftised anrl scarecl she tnr-rst

har..e been and that she I'rad laccti that alone.

Firsr lrves are alu,ays inrelse lncl erciting and Blittanyls w'as no clifferent. \\ihile there hacl been

a cr,ple of other reladonships u irl'r nrerr audlvomen thjs was the first one that u".rs serious. Brittan,v

r,etCinciyduringtrtrininsfi'rrresirlcr-rcel-r'.rllstaff.Describingit,Brittanirsaicl,."I.f-ellllradlvinlove,
urr, an6 ii was 1.rit, it *lrs'great. It ri rrs really great. I tttean it w:ts like a hard relatiorrship, l;ut it rv"rs

really exciring t9 fall tbr sr]lneone rrnclhave iifeel, jtrst like, thrrt n:lLttral."\\Ihile Brittanv hacl cortre

out to nre ancl hacl introcluced (lindr.ro me via Sk},pe, Cindy wirs adamant that she coulcln't tell her

familv becalse ef their extrerne honiophobia. She u,ou1d be disownecl and lose her financial support'

This left Brittany f'eeling like C,inclv u'as "ashamed" of her. The strain would plav a major part in

their break up.
\\hen y1;g're lir,ilg in the rneltirrs pot of Ner,r. York Ciq, you u'oulcl.expect there to he less open

l-,,,rass,,',",',t ancl l-rc,stiliry towar(ls ,,-,f,ir1,.., of the L.(+.B.'L ctltntlrnnitl', but Brittauy' and ClindV

rlisc,r,eretl this to be farlfr-orrr true. One day they r'r,ere walking tlon'n the stt'eet holdinq hancls arrd

L.


